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Definition of Agreement

« Agreement or concord Is:

— the feature compatibility between two words in a phrase or
clause.

— The systematic covariance between a semantic or formal
property of one element and a formal property of another.
Corbett (2001)



Definition of Agreement

Agaall ) Gaad Sl

al-banatu dahabna ‘lla al-hadigati
the-girl.pl.fem.3 go.past.pl.fem.3 to the-garden
‘The girls went to the garden.’

Controller: the element which determines the agreement
- Subject

Target: the element whose form is determined by
agreement - Verb

Domain: the syntactic environment in which agreement
occurs - Sentence




Agreement in Arabic

« Arabic has rich agreement morphology
* Five morphosyntactic features involved in agreement:
— Number: singular, dual and plural
— Gender: feminine and masculine
— Person: 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
— Case: nominative, accusative and genitive
— Definiteness: definite and indefinite



Agreement in Arabic

Agreement relations show between various elements in
the sentence

Noun — Demonstrative pronoun: number, gender
Ja ) 1aa
hada ar-ragulu
this.sg.masc the-man.sg.masc
‘this man’

Noun — Adjective: number, gender, case, definiteness
BINENIEN gL
ra’aitu ar-ragulaini al-karimaini
|-saw the-man.dual.acc.def the-generous.dual.masc.acc.def
‘| saw the two generous men.’



Agreement in Arabic

Noun — Relative pronoun: number, gender, case

Uaas il sladual)

at-talibatani allatani nagahata
the-student.dual.fem.nom who.dual.fem.nom succeed.past.dual.fem.3
The two students who succeeded

Noun — Pronoun: person, number, gender

O 300 O8I lllal)

at-talibatu dakarna durdsa-hunna
the-student.pl.fem.3.nom study.past.pl.fem.3 lessons-
their.pl.fem.3

‘The students studied their lessons.’



Agreement in Arabic

Subject — Predicate: number, gender
a2 S dall

ar-ragulu karimun

the-man.sg.masc generous.sg.masc

‘The man is generous.’

Morphosyntactic agreement is sometimes replaced by
a semantic agreement. The subject is plural and the
predicate is singular, but they are semantically
compatible.

Liay 3o 8 ol o oY 5a

ha’ula’i humu as-sababu fI hazimati-na

These they the-reason in defeat-our

‘These people are the reason behind our defeat.’



Agreement in Arabic

The feature of humanness plays an important rule in
agreement in Arabic. With non-human plural nouns,
verbs are invariably in the singular and feminine.

Gl i Jalkadl)

al-qgitatu taSrabu al-labana
the-cat.pl.fem.nom.3 drink.sg.fem.3 the-milk
‘The cats drink the milk.’



Uniform or Alternate Agreement

« Platzack (2003) classified languages into:
— “uniform agreement” languages
— “alternate agreement” languages
e Standard Arabic is a language with alternate agreement

— SVO:. rich or full agreement in person, gender and number
— VSO: poor or partial agreement in only person and gender



Uniform or Alternate Agreement

 When subjects are in the pre-verbal position (SVO),
verbs have full agreement in number, gender and person

Anaall ) Gy Sl

al-banatu dahabna ‘ila al-hadiqgati
the-girl.pl.fem.3 go.past.pl.fem.3 to the-garden
“The girls went to the garden.’



Uniform or Alternate Agreement

 If subjects are in the post-verbal position (VSO), verbs
show partial agreement in gender and person only

dnaall ) clud)l cuad

dahabat al-banatu ‘ila al-hadiqati
go.past.sg.fem.3 the-girl.pl.fem.3 to the-garden
The girls went to the garden.



Uniform Agreement

« Unification works for uniform agreement languages, such
as French, features are compatible

Je suis contente
| be.l.sg pleased.sg.fem
‘l am pleased’ (woman taking)

Je contente
number: sg > Unification | number: sg
person: 1 l gender: fem

number: sg
person: 1

gender: fem



Alternate Agreement

* Unification does not work for alternate agreement
languages, such as Arabic, because features are not
always compatible.

« SVO: Compatible features, and unification succeeds.
| gals aY N
al-’awlad nama
The-boy.pl.masc.3 slept.pl.masc.3
‘The boys slept.’

boys slept |
number: pl Unification  «—] "umber: p
gender: masc gender: masc
person: 3 l person: 3

number: pl
gender: masc
person: 3




Alternate Agreement

 VSO: Non-compatible features and unification fails.

nama

slept.sg.masc.3
‘The boys slept.’

slept
number: sg
gender: masc
person: 3

-

[

al-'awlad
The-boy.pl.masc.3

boys
Unification ~ +— number: pl
gender: masc
l person: 3

number: pl/sg
gender: masc

person: 3 ‘ Non-Compatible




Alternate Agreement

e Constructional Approach: Agreement in Arabic is
determined by word order and this is why we adopt a
constructional approach to agreement.

— First: The verb does not say anything about the subject. The
agreement features of the verbs are temporarily stored in an
iIndependent structure called AGR.

slept.sg.masc.3V (N PRED)="stept'

slept.pl.masc.3 V

(N AGR NUM)=sg

(™ AGR GEND)=masc
(N AGR PERS)=3

(N PRED)="slept’

(N AGR NUM)=pl

(N AGR GEND)=masc
(N AGR PERS)=3



Alternate Agreement

— Second: the relationship between the subject and the verb is
resolved through functional equations on the phrase structure
according to the position of the subject relative to the verb, i.e.
whether it precedes or follows the subiject.

SV = NP AV
(T SUBJ)=I T=\
(TAGE. GEND =T SUBJ GEND)
(TAGE. NUM)=(T SUBJ NUM)
(TAGE. PEES)=(T SUBJ PEERES)

Ve = V NP
T=I (T SUBJT)=!
(TAGE. NUM)=sg
(TAGE GEND =T SUBJ GEND)
(TAGE. PERS )=(T SUBJ PEES)



Alternate Agreement

VSO word order agreement

ROOT, PRED alg[2idy]>
TNS-ASP - | TENSE past, MOOD Indlcatwel
S0
AGR 4| PERS 3, NUM sg, GEND mascl
S_Nonequational, PRED "y
SPEC DET 1,_.,] DET-TYPE def |
VSO, SUB)J s
NTYPE ;,.l NSYN commeon |
v NP PERS 3, HUMAN +, GLOSS boy, GEND masc, DEF +,

“ - » | CASE nom, NUM pl

p| STMT-TYPE decl, PASSIVE -, COMP-TYPE verbal

a4 NP_DEF-INDEF,

AN

slept 7N\
D, "y
Rl P _gi

the boys



Alternate Agreement

SVO word order agreement

ROOT,
So
S_Nonequational,

VO,

.

NP, V,

NP_DEF-INDEF, !
7N\ slept

D, ”

) Y gl
the boys

PRED
TNS-ASP

AGR

SuUBJ

‘el y]>!

k|

2

1

TENSE past, MOOD Indlcatlvel
PERS 3, NUM pl, GEND masc |
PRED 1y

SPEC DET BI DET-TYPE def |

5

NTYPE 4 | NSYN common |

PERS 3, NUM pl, HUMAN +, GLOSS boy, GEND masc,
DEF +, CASE nom

STMT-TYPE decl, PASSIVE -, COMP-TYPE nominal




Coordination

e Only constituent coordination is covered in our grammar
until now.

e Constituents are treated as sets

S CONIJ S



Coordination in Arabic

) Caali g al gl caald

dahaba al-waladu wa-namati al-bintu

went  the-boy

and-slept the-girl

‘The boy went and the girl slept.’

C-structure
ROOT,
R(}(-}-';I-'I;I(-}Nj _c:loo RD;-.-E(-Z;(}T .
s, -3 s,

and
S_MNoneguational;

S_MNonequational
VS0, VSO,
V. MNP, vV, MNP,

43 NP_DEF-INDEF, ==L NP_DEF-INDEF,

went slept
D, N, D, N,
the boy the  gir|

F-structure

TNS-ASP

PRED

3 | TEMSE past, MOODD Inl:IICEItI‘l.'EI

e [Dral] ="

PRED

fabi [4ioi] >

THNS-ASP 1D'| TEMSE past, MOOD II'iI:IIEatI".'EI
PRED ‘.4

SPEC DET 13| DET-TYPE IIIEfl

1
{ SUBJ
NTYPE o, | NSYN commaon |

PERS 3, NUM sg, HUMAN +,
GLOSS boy, GEND masc,
g | FIRST-CONJ +, DEF +, CASE nom

VTYPE main, STMT-TYPE decl, PASSIVE -,

2 | COMP-TYPE verbal
COORD-FORM -

TNS-ASP . I TENSE past, MOOD |nn|r.ath.-e|
PRED ‘=

SPEC

DET gl DET-TYPE def |
I

SUBJ
NTYPE E‘l NSYMN common I

PERS 3, NUM sg, HUMAN +,
GLOSS girl, GEND fem,
4| FIRST-CONJ +, DEF +, CASE nom

STMT-TYPE decl, PASSIVE -, COMP-TYPE verbal




Alternate Agreement in Coordination

e First Conjunct Agreement

VSO: The verb agrees only with the first conjunct of a coordinate
subject.

« Whole Set Agreement

SVO: The verb agrees with the whole set, after resolving the
agreement features.



Handling First Conjunct Agreement

* The first conjunct agreement is handled in our grammar
through the phrase structure rules. The NP in VSO is
given a check feature of FIRST-CONJ. Then the
coordination template checks for this feature. If it Is
found the whole conjunction is given the same features
as the first conjunct.

S = v NP
=l (T SUBI=!
(4 FIRST-CONT)=+

S —> NP V

(T SUBIN=! T=l



Handling First Conjunct Agreement

Al gl g ) Caaad
dahabat

ROOT,
Sq
S_Noneguational,

VSO,

v, NP,

Al NP, CONJ_COORD, NP,

went.fem.sg

NP_DEF-INDEF, -3 NP_DEF-INDEF,

rd /ﬁ\'\ a n d
.-f \-\.
D, N,

N | A

the giri

PRED

al-bintu wa-al-waladu
went.fem.sg the-girl and-the-boy

‘The girl and the boy went.’

C-structure F-structure

i [1]>"

THS-ASP ;| TENSE past, MOOD II'lI:IIEEtI*.'El

S5UBJ]

PRED ‘cu

SPEC
El

{ NTYPE E_l NSYMN common |

PERS 3, NUM sg, HUMAN +,
GLOSS girl, GEND fem, DEF +,
4| CASE nom

1

DET 1[:,l DET-TYPE def |

]

PRED ‘i

DET ;rl DET-TYPE EIEfl

SPEC
E

NTYPE ¢ | NSYN common |

PERS 3, NUM sg, HUMAN +,
GLOSS boy, GEND masc, DEF +,
CASE nom

PERS 3, NUM sg, GEND fem, FIRST-CONJ +, COORD-FORM 4

¥YTYPE maln, STMT-TYPE decl, PASSIVE -, COMP-TYPE verbal




Handling Whole Set Agreement

 If the agreement follows the “whole set” agreement
condition, the resolution of the features in conjoined
subjects follows these rules:

— Gender: The whole NP is masculine unless all conjuncts are
feminine nouns, in which case it is feminine.

— Person: Priority order.
o 1stif any NP is in the 1st person
o 2nd if any NP is in the 2nd person
* Otherwise the person is 3rd

— Number: The whole NP is plural unless there are only two
conjuncts and both are singular, in which case the whole NP is
dual.



Handling Whole Set Agreement

Lad al gl 5 i)

al-bintu wa-al-waladu dahaba
the-girl and-the-boy  went.dual.masc

‘The airl and the boy went.’
C-structure

ROOT,
So
5_Moneguational,
V0
W

NP, CONJ_COORD, NP, Lual

went.masc.dl
NP_DEF-INDEF, -3 NP_DEF-INDEF,
.{ff' "\-\.\\ an d f}__.-" "\_\\
Al ~_..1_1 Al —"I-}:'
the girl the boy

PRED

F-structure

i)

TH5-ASP ;| TENSE past, MOOD II'lEIIEatI'l.'F_‘l

SUBJ

i

PRED ‘=’

SPEC

{ NTYPE E’l NSYMN common |

PERS 3, NUM sg, HUMAN +,
GLOSS qirl, GEND fem, DEF +,
4| CASE nom

DET 1[,l DET-TYPE nefl
)

k|

PRED ‘4

SPEC

DET ;rl DET-TYPE IIIEfl
b

MTYPE ¢ | NSYMN commaon |

PERS 3, NUM =g, HUMAN +,
GLOSS boy, GEND masc, DEF +,
CASE nom

PERS 3, NUM dual, GEND masc, COORD-FORM .,

VTYPE main, STMT-TYPE decl, PASSIVE -, COMP-TYPE nominal




